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being, as a fountain of goodness and mercy, infi-
nitely compassionate to his creatures; and who
could not take pleasure in those things which were
injurious to mankind, in order to be reconciled to
them, or be pacified by destroying those whom it
was his glory to save and protect.

All the while that they erected temples to justice,
to honour, to virtue, and to peace, they studied all
possible ways, by war and blood, to amass treasures,
and enlarge their empire, until, as the Roman his-
tories confess, they left no nation unsubdued, ex-
cept such as they found it not in their power, or
worth their while, to conquer; that is to say, such
as the Parthians, who were too powerful for them to
conquer, and so poor when conquered, as not to be
worth the attempt; or the Indians and Ethiopians,
who though rich, yet were so remote, and fenced by
wide unpassable deserts, and protected by the ex-
cessive heat of the climate, so that it was not in
their power to assault them. Their armies were
not able to endure the march through the Libyan
sands, or over the mountains and vast waters of
India, under or near the equinox, and where there
was nothing to shelter or relieve them under the
excessive and violent force of the sun.

All the rest of the world, as I have said, they
continually invaded and subdued, and mattered not
the reason and justice of the war, if the reward of
their treasures, and the advantage of governing
them, was apparent.

Thus Caesar invaded the Gauls, the Helvetians,
the Germans, without any just pretence of making
war, except only that of conquest, plunder, and
dominion. What pretence of war had the Romans
against a quiet, a remote, an inoffensive nation, as
the Britons certainly were ? They neither offered
to disturb the Roman government, or were in con-
dition to do it; having no knowledge of arms